
theOldeTowneTimes 
 

 
Have you logged on to OTENA’s Web site?  Check it out at www.oldetowne.org! 

 
 

The OldeTowneTimes 
is the bi-monthly newsletter of the 
Olde Towne East Neighborhood 
Association (OTENA).  
OTENA was established in 1975. 

Kiss me, I’m in OTENA! 

OTENA strives to represent and 
support all of the residents, 
businesses, and property owners of 
Olde Towne East as they seek a 
better neighborhood. Please join us 
for our next meeting! 

Questions? 
Send mail to:  
OTENA 
P.O. Box 7016  
Columbus, OH  43205 

Send e-mail to: 
info@oldetowne.org 

Call Toll-Free: 
1-866-234-0414 

OTENA calendar 
APRIL GENERAL MEETING:  
Wed., Apr. 9, 7:30 p.m. 
Columbus Health Department 
240 Parsons Ave. 
2nd floor Auditorium  

MAY GENERAL MEETING:  
Wed., May. 14, 7:30 p.m. 
Columbus Health Department 
240 Parsons Ave. 
2nd floor Auditorium  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
PLEASE JOIN US!  

BLOCKWATCH MEETINGS:  
Ohio-Parsons Blockwatch 
The 12th Precinct Police Sub-station 
950 East Main Street  
7:00pm 2nd Tuesday of each month 

South Of Main Block Watch 
The 12th Precinct Police Sub-station 
950 East Main Street 
10:00am 1st Saturday each month

 
Streetcars Desired? 

 Heather Bowden 
A public meeting on Thursday, March 27th went over how the City of Columbus plans to 
pay for the streetcar initiative. One line will be installed from the Franklin County 
Courthouse on High Street to 11th Street near OSU. Engineering design will begin in 
2008 and construction will begin in 2010 with completion being in 2012. Total annual 
operating cost is $11.4 million and they have identified the following fund sources: 
 
OSU                                       $.5m                            Off street parking                     $1.1 m 
Admissions from events      $3.8m                             Fares                                          $.7 m 
Meters                                    $.8m                             Meter Revenues                      $3.6 m 
MORPC                                  $2m                   
  
The line extends to German Village but because of the 70/71 split, it would not make 
sense to construct it only to have it torn up again. The plan is to wait until the split is 
done before beginning construction on that portion of the streetcar line.  
  
The future west-east line does not extend to Olde Towne East and the plans do not 
suggest they will. The west-east connection is going to run from the Arena District along 
Broad Street and loop around Grant Hospital. This has been the plan all along and two 
years ago, OTE’s concern with not connecting our neighborhood to the streetcar was 
voiced.                                                                                    CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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Contacts  

Olde Towne East  
Neighborhood Association 
P.O. Box 7016 
Columbus, OH  43205 
Toll-Free: 1-866-234-0414 

OFFICERS: 
President:                  Tawana Owens 
Vice-President:            Heather Bowden 
Treasurer:               Mike Seamon 
Secretary:            Andrew Hartley 

TRUSTEES:            Walter Chappelear 
J.T. Thomas 
Mike Sanger 
Mike Moore 

Jeff Schrechengost 

WHO SHOULD YOU CALL?  

ANY EMERGENCY     911 

Non-Emergency Police       645-4545 

Code Enforcement                          311 
City Information                      645-8100 

Mayor’s Action Center            645-2489 

Neighborhood Liaison             645-7564 

Building Services Division      645-7433 

Zoning Information                 645-7314 

Historic Preservation Office    645-7964 

Housing and Community  
Services                                   645-7795 

Trash Collection and Bulk  
Pick Up                                  645-TRSH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS:  
Layout:        Andrew C. Hartley 

Editing:        Andrew C. Hartley 
               Jill C. Hartley 

Writers:               Jill C. Hartley 
                     Walter Chappelear 
                        Heather Bowden 
      John Ivanic 

Jude Wright 
 

The Olde Towne Times is always 
seeking advertisers and contributors! 
If you are interested, send an e-mail to 
secretary@oldetowne.org.

Get Involved!  

OTENA 
General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, May 14     7:30-9 p.m. 
Columbus Health Department 
240 Parsons Ave. 
2nd floor Auditorium  
Wednesday, June 11    7:30-9 p.m. 
Columbus Health Department 
240 Parsons Ave. 
2nd floor Auditorium  

Trash to Treasures  
Community Yard Sale 
Saturday June 14 starts 9:00 a.m. 

Perennial Swap 
Gardening expert to speak 
Date and time to be announced  
E-mail Sara: slippott@gmail.com 

Garden Party 
OTENA Garden & Blackburn Park 
Date and time to be announced 
E-mail Sara: slippott@gmail.com 

Earth Day  
Neighborhood Clean-up 
Saturday April 26, 2008 
Locations: 
- PORTAL PARK (Bryden & 

Parsons) 
- COMMUNITY GARDENS (Oak 

Street) 
- MAIN STREET 

Pride Festival 
Float Meeting 
Wednesday May 14 @ 6:30pm  
before the General Membership 
Meeting 
Wednesday June 11 @ 6:30pm 
before the General Membership 
Meeting 
Saturday June 28 @ 10:00am 
Meet at Goodale Park 
Float/volunteers must be in place by 
11:00am 

Lutheran Social Services 
Rental & Mortgage Assistance  
Funds available for rental/mortgage 
assistance for Franklin County 
residents.  To apply applicants must 
have a verifiable emergency and be 
at or below the 125% poverty level. 
For information, contact Lisa 
Sowards at 224-6617 ext 2190.

 
 

Columbus Youth Commission  
Annual Youth Summit 
Saturday, April 19, 2008 – All Day 
Columbus State Community College 
About 400 young people (ages 13-
21) will attend. Seminars include:  
- Characteristics of a Good Leader 
- Leadership in your school 
- Leadership in your community 
- Entrepreneurship 
- Youth Solving/Stopping Violence 

Columbus City Council 
Call the Roll radio show 
Saturdays,  7:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m. 
91.5 FM 
Call The Roll is a lively half-hour 
program that features interviews 
with members of City Council and 
other Columbus leaders on topics 
that range from pending legislation 
to upcoming community events and 
programs. 
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org 

Near East Pride Center  
Thursday Morning Meetings 
Every Thursday at 9:30am 
Near East Pride Center 
1393 E. Broad St. 
Past presenters have included Dr. Gene 
Harris, Dr. Terry Boyd, and W. Shawna 
Gibbs from Columbus City Schools, 
who discussed current events in the 
district, for schools on the near east 
side, & the status of the construction of 
schools located on the near east side. 
Contact: Michelle Williams  
614-724-0115  
mawilliams@columbus.gov 

MS Walk   
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium 
April 12, 2008 7:30am check in 
Free zoo admission for walkers!  
A fundraising walk supporting 
Multiple Sclerosis research. Join a 
team, create a team, or sponsor a 
walker; visit Web site for details: 
www.MSohiowalk.org 

Franklin Park Conservatory 
Blooms and Butterflies 
March 15 through September 8 
This exquisite exhibition gives you a 
close up look at the butterfly through 
hands on activities.

Advertise in the Olde Towne Times! 
Business Card = $25       ¼ Page = $50      
½ page = $75             Full Page = $100 
Cost per 1/2 year – 20% off if yearly! 
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Don’t forget to invite them to the meeting the 2nd Wednesday of each month, at the Columbus Health Department! 

Neighborhood Pride 
Jill Hartley 

One of the first things people notice when they 
come to visit my home is the litter all over the 
neighborhood.  This immediately tells people 
driving though, stopping to visit, shopping for 
homes, et cetera that the people here simply don't 
care about Olde Towne East.  While this isn't true, 
first impressions are hard to overcome.  Don't get 
me wrong, I'm guilty of trying to ignore the litter 
myself.  It gets frustrating very quickly to 
continually pick up after other people- but it's what 
we must do. 
 
The Keep America Beautiful website 
(wwwkab.org) points out that "[p]eople tend to 
litter because they feel no sense of personal 
ownership."  And litter tends to attract more litter.  
Last year I saw someone in an Ohio government 
car throw trash out his window at the corner of my 
block.  I was appalled- but do you think it would 
have happened in Bexley or Worthington?  It's all 
about the surface image we allow our 
neighborhood to have. 
 
So those who do care about our neighborhood 
need to take the lead.  Simple things can help: 
keep your own lawn and section of alley free from 
litter, carry a small bag for garbage when walking 
your dog and pick up litter along the way, 
organize a clean up day for your 
block/alley/street.  A little bit can go a long way! 

Sav-A-Lot comes to SOM Blockwatch 
Walter Chappalear 

Representatives from Sav-A-Lot stores and Jon Beard of The Columbus Compact 
Corporation came to discuss the arrival of a Sav-A-Lot store at the former Salvation 
Army location at 1179 East Main Street. 
 
Todd Fitz, Sav-A-Lot manager, and his administrative assistant Sue Body emphasized 
their interest in providing a good quality grocery store and service to the community.  
Issues for the neighborhood were discussed.  These included the potential for loitering, 
Shopping carts “walking away” from the store’s location, murals on the building, and the 
need for a “Good Neighbor” agreement. 
 
Mr. Beard presented blueprints which indicated landscaped islands within – and fencing 
around – the parking lot.  He assured the attendees of the Blockwatch’s March meeting 
that brick pillars and many windows will be included in the store’s renovation. 
 
The meeting had an upbeat feeling due to the fact that a grocery within the Olde Towne 
East community has long been needed.  Numerous questions from the meeting focused 
on the community’s need and desire for a quality project. 
 
Stay tuned! 
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Your OTENA trustees’ 
contact Information 

OTENA Trustee (officer positions) 

Heather Bowden (Vice-President) 
1456 Bryden Road 
vice-president@oldetowne.org 
Development Committee Advisor 

Walter Chappelear 
550 Oakwood Avenue 
walter.chappelear@oldetowne.org 
Membership Committee Advisor 

Andrew Hartley  (Secretary) 
410 S. Ohio Ave. 
secretary@oldetowne.org 
Communication Committee Advisor 

Mike Moore 
mike.moore@oldetowne.org 
Blockwatch Advisor 

Tawana Owens (President) 
31 Miami Ave 
president@oldetowne.org 

Mike Sanger 
1000 East Rich Street 
mike.sanger@oldetowne.org 
Membership Committee Advisor 

Jeff Schrecengost 
996 E Rich Street 
jeff.schrecengost@oldetowne.org 

Mike Seamon (Treasurer) 
870 Franklin Avenue 
treasurer@oldetowne.org 

JT Thomas 
868 Franklin Ave. 
jt.thomas@oldetowne.org 
Event Planning Committee Advisor 

Emergency Police: 911          Non-Emergency Police: 645-4545 
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Summer Youth Curfew 
Following his State of the City speech, Mayor Michael B. Coleman called together a 

group of stakeholders to discuss a community education plan regarding the City's 2008 
Summer Curfew Initiative. 

"While the City will step up and provide stronger curfew enforcement, I consider this 
issue a call to action to all parents, faith leaders and neighborhood leaders to help us keep 
children safe at night," said Mayor Coleman. "Parents must keep a close watch over their 
kids to ensure they are home at night. Nothing good happens when kids are on the streets at 
2:00a.m., and we need to do more to keep kids out of harm's way and out of trouble." 

The Columbus City Council Safety Committee will help fund the program, which will 
cost approximately $75,000 through City Council's Safety Initiative Fund. The City will 
work with partner agencies to connect families in need of services to local agencies. 

"I am pleased to support this important initiative, which will help keep our youth and 
communities safe," said Councilmember Andrew J. Ginther, Chair of the Public Safety 
Committee. "By partnering with community leaders, parents and guardians to make sure our 
children are not endangered, we send a strong message that we will not wonder where our 
children are at night, we will work to return them safely home where they belong."  

The curfew program will run during summer months starting on June 5th. Police Officers 
who find a minor out after the midnight curfew will take them to the YMCA of Central Ohio 
until their parent or guardian can pick them up. During the intake process and when the 
parents arrive, the YMCA staff will work with the family to help identify and resolve any 
issues that may be present. 

"The YMCA of Central Ohio is pleased to be a partner in a curfew program that will allow 
us to expand on existing initiatives," said YMCA CEO John Bickley.  "We believe that we 
have put a program together that will function as early intervention, but will also provide a 
safe and supervised environment for youth that will be brought to our downtown location." 

Each minor who violates curfew and their parent/guardian will be required to attend a 
curfew workshop held by the Safe and Drug Free Schools Consortium, who also assists with 
the City's Truancy Program.  The workshop will be held twice weekly throughout the 
summer and cover topics such as risky behavior, curfew, alcohol, and tobacco and drug use.  
Youth picked up more than once will face the possibility of community service and even a 
misdemeanor. Parents of a child picked up three times may be charged with parental neglect. 

Columbus's curfew law requires minors under age 13 to be off the streets an hour after 
sunset to 4:30 a.m. and minors age 13-17 to be off the streets from Midnight to 4:30 a.m.  
Until now, the law had been difficult to enforce because there was nowhere for Officers to 
take the youth. 

Deputy Police Chief John Rockwell said, "With no facility or staff to detain violators 
coupled with gaps in the current law, violations have not been addressed to any significant 
degree. With the tools the Mayor is offering, officers will have the ability to take violators 
off the street, protecting not only the general public but those juveniles from violence."  

Community education will be led by Community Liaison Officers continuing their efforts 
to educate the citizens by handing out copies of the laws for both truancy and curfew.  
Mayor Coleman is also asking the faith community to step forward and address this issue 
from the pulpit. 
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Streetcars, continued 
It was repeated several times that if this first line can be proven a 
success, future expansions will be much easier. The head 
engineer on the working group, David Fizzola from HDR 
Engineering, said that this was the best way to proceed with a 
project like this. Portland started this way and they are working 
on their 5th expansion.  

The Economic Development Director from Bexley has stated 
that he is on board for pushing for expansion all the way to 
Bexley when the time does eventually come.  

There are several things that we as OTE residents can do to 
ensure that future expansion of the streetcar lines benefit Olde 
Towne East:  

- When the 70/71 split occurs, the bridges over Main and Broad 
must be constructed so that they can structurally support a 
streetcar for future expansions.  

- Continue to lobby for further expansion to the east.  
- Continue to work with the City of Bexley.  
- Contact Franklin Park Conservatory to gain their support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting Drugs off the Street 
John Ivanic 

The Narcotics Bureau within the Columbus Division of Police 
completes over 300 missions annually by strategically arresting 
drug offenders.  To help their operations, Public Safety 
Committee Chair of the Columbus City Council Andrew J. 
Ginther is sponsoring ordinance 0372-2008 to purchase a Rapid 
Deployment Vehicle (RDV).  

 
The RDV can safely transport a dozen fully-equipped tactical 
officers to each mission. Councilmember Ginther also remains 
attentive to our current economic challenges and has worked 
with Mayor Coleman’s administration to purchase a 
demonstration unit of the RDV. In addition to being fiscally 
prudent, this approach will also ensure that the vehicle is 
delivered and ready for operations much sooner. 

OTE Tour Home Flashback 
From the 2004 Spring Tour Guide 

816 Franklin Avenue  

The home first 
appears in the 
City Directory 
in 1903 
belonging to 
William J. 
Camnitz, Jr., a 
teller at the 
Merchants and 

Manufacturers 
National Bank, 

previously residing at 731 Bryden Road.  The house is 
Victorian Colonial Revival in style and features a Roman style 
thermal window in the attic wall dormer.  Just below this is a 
carved stone panel with a wreath and ribbon motif. 

The original plan configuration of the house had an open 
center hall with the stair positioned off to the side with a large 
mid-flight landing and a window.  The house had been divided 
into four apartments in the 1970s and went through major 
interior changes during that time.  The original stairs were 
removed and a new stair was placed in the center hall along 
with bathrooms. 

The owners have been in the house for four and a half years.  
In that time they have rebuilt the porch from ground to the 
eaves, added the picket fence as well as completed extensive 
work on the gardens.  Many of the interior details that remain 
reflect the exterior style of the house.  Original fireplaces 
remain throughout the house; in the front parlor the fireplace 
columns are ionic style with egg and dart trim and acanthus 
leaf carvings above the firebox.  French doors open to the 
dining room with a period light fixture that is consistent with 
the original style of the house. 

The kitchen pantry and breakfast room extend across the width 
of the rear of the house.  The original stair that was removed 
was located where the Grand Piano is now.  The fireplace 
columns in this parlor feature acanthus leaf capitals. 

Both of the second floor front bedrooms also retain the original 
fireplaces.  In the middle bedroom the dresser is in the position 
that the stair landing window was originally located.  A 1950’s 
style TV room on the rear of the house features the owner’s 
model car collection.  The third floor media room should not 
be missed with a pool table that was assembled in the room. 

The garden in the second lot once had a frame Queen Anne 
style house that burned; when the homeowners began to work 
on the garden they found that it was not hauled away but 
pushed into the foundation.  Between accumulated trash in the 
vacant lot and debris from the house, they hauled 36 truckloads 
of garbage and debris out – finding three lawn mowers in the 
process.  The gazebo and shed were built by Amish craftsmen.  
The homeowners say that the major features that sold them on 
the property were the large garage and additional lot available 
for the garden.  One of the homeowners is an avid antique car 
collector.  Peek in the garage to see a few of the cars.

 
Contact secretary@oldetowne.org 
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Cleaning Your House  
Begins with a List 

Jude Wright 
You've promised yourself (your husband, significant other or 
roommate) that you are finally going to get your house clean. A 
disorganized home looks dirty, even if it's not really deep down filthy. 
But, how are you going to get started?  

Have you ever noticed that some people just seem to be "born" 
organized while the rest of us struggle to keep our houses tidy? What 
IS their secret? Well, I don't think there really is one. It could be that 
their parents instilled it into them or maybe their parents were so 
messy that they said, "I'll never be like that!" 

I've had my own challenges with housekeeping and organization. I 
could swear that I knew where an item was, but when I went to get it's 
gone. After years of this, I finally got busy with organizing my life. 
Here's how I did it: 

I make lists. No matter how trivial or how easy (I think) it is easy to 
remember, I write it down. Because if I don't write it down, I'll forget 
it. With all of the "little things" there are for us to remember, how can 
we remember any one of them?  

I keep one notebook with all of my lists in it. It contains my "master" 
list, the list that I go through every day to create other project lists. 
Some of those items won't fit into projects so they just go on a daily 
to-do list -- which is prioritized.  

One of my lists is an errand list. Instead of deciding on the spur of the 
moment to go get stamps at the post office, I look through my errand 
list to see if there are other tasks like picking up dry-cleaning that I  

 

 

 

 

can do at the same time. A sub-list of my errand list is my shopping 
list. I have one for groceries and one for other items like office 
supplies.  

Grouping tasks is an important part of time management.  Group tasks 
like you group lists. Like tasks should be grouped together, such as 
doing the laundry. Do all of your "groups" of laundry at the same time 
(one right after the other), whites, colors, etc. This has really  
encouraged me to complete things instead of just starting and never 
really finishing.  

Of course, there are times when lists won't be of much help. 
Especially when it comes to caring for children. You can't put each 
child on a list and expect him or her to not interrupt you when you are 
doing other tasks. And, you can't have a daily task list that is so long 
that it will never get done. It will only overwhelm you so you don't 
know what to do next. Try to prioritize your tasks and do those that 
are of highest priority first. 

When it comes to making that first list, it can be a real eye-opener. I 
would suggest that you go through each room, one at a time, and write 
down everything you that think needs to be done in that room: 
drawers cleaned out, window coverings cleaned or changed, painting 
that needs to be done, and things in the room that really belong in 
another room.  

Then, follow the tasks on your list to get it all done. By the way, 
clutter is the place to start. Clutter can be surface clutter or it can be 
confined to just one drawer or shelf. Once you get the clutter under 
control, the rest will fall into place. 

About the Author: Stop by   http://cleanandorganized.com   to find 
more information on how to keep your home clean and organized. 
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New OTENA Business Members! 
Show your neighborhood pride and become a regular customer of OTENA’s business members! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

123 Parsons Avenue 
Columbus OH 43215 

(614) 221-3139 

 

 
The Tradesmen Group, Inc. 
6543-A Commerce Pkwy 
(614) 799-0889 
dwest@tradesmengroup.com 

 

 
Ken Wilcox 
48 S Garfield Ave 
(614) 270-3732 
ken@carriagetraderealty.com 

 

 
 

E-One Companies 
Curtis Davis 

1664 Bryden Road         (614) 257-1233 day 
Columbus OH 43205     (614) 352-3355 evening 
 


